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if it had been given an independent place. The chief service of the book 
will be found in the material which it offers, both in the expositions and 
references, to students who desire an orientation in German thought on this 
much-debated problem. W. G. Everett. 

Brown University. 

The Moral System of Shakespeare : A Popular Illustration of Fiction as 
the Experimental Side of Philosophy. By Richard G. Moulton. New 
York, The Macmillan Co., 1903. — pp. vi, 381. 

In Shakespeare as a Dramatic Artist, Professor Moulton made one of the 
most noteworthy contributions to Shakespearian criticism of this generation. 
The principles there stated and illustrated he now applies in his most recent 
work to the interpretation of certain problems of the moral life as repre- 
sented in Shakespeare's plays. The title he has chosen, " is not intended 
to suggest that the man Shakespeare had formed in his mind a certain sys- 
tem of morals, which he proceeded to put into his plays." It concerns 
itself in no way with the opinions of the dramatist on ethical problems, if 
he had any such opinions, but confines itself exclusively to the life that he 
saw and described. What theories can we draw from the data which he 
supplies ? is the only question that is anywhere raised. That these data are 
of unrivalled value, that the examination of them affords us a well-nigh 
infallible means of testing our own conceptions of human nature, is the fun- 
damental conviction on which the book is based. "If any student," 
writes Professor Moulton, "has a system of psychology and ethics which 
will not bear confronting with the life revealed by Shakespeare, it might 
be well for him to doubt whether his system may not be one-sided, rather 
than that the insight of Shakespeare should be antiquated. ' ' Unfortunately 
this unassailable contention is followed by the untenable assertion that fic- 
tion stands in the same relation to such disciplines as history and ethics as 
does experimental to merely observational science. Obviously the forma- 
tion of the hypothesis which leads up to the experiment is here confounded 
with the reading off of the results of the experiment. However, little use 
is made of this conception in the course of the work, and none of the 
author's conclusions depend for their validity upon its acceptance. 

Out of the broad field open to the explorer two problems have been 
selected, the discussion of which occupies the larger, and, for the student 
of philosophy, the more interesting portion of the book. They are : the 
conditions favoring and hindering the self-expression of character, and the 
relation between character and destiny. Under the former topic are dis- 
cussed the influence upon character of our own past volitions, of heredity, 
of circumstances, and of the supernatural elements in the plays. The 
' ' momentum of character ' ' is exhibited by an analysis of the career of 
Macbeth ; and, in this analysis, originality, depth of insight, and power 
to combine scattered data unite to form a masterpiece. The study of in- 
heritance, on the other hand, is sketchy and imperfect ; the broader 
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problem of the place of congenital endowment, or ' nature, ' in its relation 
to ' nurture ' is completely ignored, although Shakespeare supplies interest- 
ing material for its study ; and the only thorough inquiry into the power 
of circumstances to mould character is confined to the special question of 
the influence upon personality of the supernatural beings in the dramas. 

The study of the relation between character and destiny is conducted by 
means of an interesting and valuable analysis of plot. Professor Moulton 
exhibits the workings of retributive justice as they appear in Henry VI. and 
Richard III ; he retells and interprets the story of wrong and suffering fol- 
lowed by restoration that forms the theme of Cymbeline and The Winter' s 
Tale; he shows how in Henry VIII. "outward" failure is compensated 
for by a gain in nobility of soul ; finally, in a careful analysis of Romeo and 
Juliet and of certain portions of King Lear, he answers the question of 
Eliphaz the Temanite : ' ' Whoever perished being innocent ? Or where 
were the upright cut off ?' ' 

Besides the discussion of the above-named topics, the book contains 
many matters of less strictly philosophical interest upon which it would be a 
pleasure to dwell. In the controversial field of Shakespearian criticism no 
two students will agree at every point in their interpretation of a long series 
of characters. But Professor Moulton possesses so happy a combination of 
originality and freedom from the trammels of convention, keenness of 
vision and sanity of judgment, that the majority of his analyses seem des- 
tined to prove permanently valuable contributions to our knowledge of 
Shakespeare's world. Frank Chapman Sharp. 

University of Wisconsin. 

Nietzsche' s Erkenntnistheorie und Metaphysik : Darstellung und Kritik. 
Von Rudolf Eisler. Leipzig, Hermann Haacke, 1902. — pp. iv, 118. 

In spite of the number of monographs concerning Nietzsche, none of 
those heretofore published is devoted particularly to his epistemology and 
metaphysics. Dr. Eisler' s pamphlet, therefore, fills a place unoccupied 
by any of its predecessors, and is additional evidence of the increasing 
attention that is being paid to Nietzsche by serious students of philosophy. 
Dr. Eisler finds much in Nietzsche's views that is akin to certain contempo- 
rary writers, especially E. Mach and Wundt. The plan of his book em- 
braces both exposition and criticism, the latter of which often takes the 
form of a comparison with Dr. Eisler's own views. The entire discussion 
is written with clearness and impartiality, and, while there is little or noth- 
ing absolutely new in the interpretation of Nietzsche, the abundance of the 
details and the care with which they are set forth in systematic form render 
the monograph one of the best that has yet appeared concerning this 
much praised and much maligned ■writer. 

Grace Neil Dolson. 

Wells College. 



